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FourTH ConFentncs. 


Dye 
-AVING heretofore received Wa 
H Benefit from your kind Pains taken 
J with me, beyond what is uſual in the 


Lern Buſineſs of inſtrufting young People 
in the Principles of Religion, I am thence encou- 
raged to wait on you for ſome further Advice, in 
relation to my ſpiritual Concerns; which, if 1 


judge right, or have been rightly informed, are 
of infinitely greater Importance to à rational 


Creature, than all other Concerns or Affairs of 


what nature e ſoever. 


A 2 Min. 
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4A Catechetical Conference. | 
Min. 1 am heartily glad to ſee you, and to find 
that my Pains, as you are pleaſed to call the 
friendly Inſtructions I have beſtowed, have not 
been loſt upon you; but that you retain a ſerious 
Senſe of the great Importance of Religion. 
Diſc. Indeed, Six, having obſerved that you 
rather take Pleaſure, than complain of any Trou- 
| ble you have in this Sort of Applications to you, 
from' any of your Flock, the younger Part eſpe- 
cially, I am the more emboldened to take the 
Advantage of your Permiſſion, to conſult you 
again, upon ſome Points of Moment, which 
have occurred, ſince I had laſt the Opportunity 
of talking with you. 

Min. You are now and always exceedingly wel- 
come to all the Service I ſhall be enabled, by 
Gop's Grace, to do you, in the great Buſineſs of 
your Soul: Therefore, pray let me know, with 
all poſſible Freedom, in what reſpect you are de- 
firous of my further Counſel or Advice? 

Diſc. I well remember, that after three Years 
frequent Inſtructions, upon your making Trial of 
what I had learned from you in that Time, you 
diſcovered in me ſome Sort of a miſtaken Notion 
of meritorious Goodneſs that human Creatures 
were capable of: Having convinced me of this 
Error, you judged it beſt. to change the Method 
of proceeding ; and that I ſhould propoſe ſuch 
Queſtions to you, for my better Information, 
which you could not but ſuppoſe me capable of 
doing at the Age of Sixteen, and after the long 
Courſe of Diſcipline I had been under. But, as 
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A Catechetical Conference. & 
Gop, I apprehended, was the prime Object of all 
Religion, I naturally began to enquire, how I 
might beſt own my Relation to Him, and wor- 
ſhip. Him in the moſt acceptable Manner, in 
public Aſſemblies as well as in the Family or 
Cloſet. This Subject led us from one Queſtion 
and Anſwer to another, till much of the Time 
you could reaſonably ſpare me, was taken up and 
exhauſted in conſidering the ſeveral Ways and Man- 
ners of addreſſing the great Author of our Being. 
In the Courſe of this Conference, you ſo often ap- 
pealed to my Choice and Approbation, of what 
might appear to me the more preferable, that 1 
found my Mind ſo impreſſed with the repreſented 
Excellence and Propriety of Divine Worſhip in 
general, and of the Ordinances of our Eſtabliſhed 
Church in particular, that I almoſt began to think 
then, and have, I doubt, remained ſince, in ſome 
Meaſure, under a Notion, that outward Ordi- 
nances of Divine Worſhip, when duly attended, 
were the Sum and Subſtance of Religion. I am 
already, in ſome Meaſure, apprized of my Error, 
which makes me very defirous of having ſome 
Diſcourſe with you on the Subject of Rzar Rx- 
LIGION, in order, that by the Divine Grace, and 
your friendly Inſtructions, I may be more — 
eſtabliſhed in the Truth. 

Min. The Miſtake whichyou, my youngFriend, 
have fallen or was near falling into, is, I fear, but 
too common with many profeſſed Chriſtians, who 
go under the Name and negative Character of 
1 Sort of People : I call it a negative Character, 
A 3 as 


6 A Catcbetical Conference. 
as it conveys but a faint Idea of a true Cbriſtian. 
When we ſay, ſuch an one is a good Man or 8 
good Woman, though underſtood only in the re- 
ſtrained Senſe in which fallen Creatures can be 
{tiled good, I:think, for my on Part, this rather 
more readily commands our Approbatian and 
Complacency, than when there is the Addition of 
the Word Sort. This only by the Way; — juſt to 
obſerve, as it is very obvious to any one who has 
lived any Time in the World; —-what Numbers 
there are, who arrive no higher than to the Appel - 
lation of good Sort of People, whilſt they have made 
very little or no Improvement or Progreſs in vital 
Holineſs. I would not be here underſtood to en- 
courage Cenſoriouſneſs: Let us judge as favoura- 
bly as we can of each other; but at the ſame Time 
we cannot be too cautious of deceiving our own 
Hearts with ſpecious Appearances. Of ſuch Per- 
ſons as are obſerved to attend the Offices of Di- 
vine Worſhip, Charity ſhould. inchne every one 
to hope and believe the beſt; but Divine Wor- 
ſhip, how duly and decently ſoever performed, I 
muſt ſtill be allowed to ſay, is not the Whole of 
Religion. — Think and ſay the moſt of it we can, 
it is no more than a Mean of bringing us u the 
Practice of true Religion; juſt as reading the 
Scriptures may be properly termed a religious 
Exerciſe, well ſuited to make good Chriſtians; 
but neither reading nor ſtudying the ſacred Pages 
will, of themſelves, denominate-a-Man a Profi- 
cient in the School of. Chriſt ; if they reach the 
Head anly, and improve the Underſtanding, with- 


Out 
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ona the Heart, he had better never have 
known the Will of God, ſet fortk and imparted in 
the Revelation of it. The Chriftian Religion is 
reprefented by the Founder, and ſubſequentTeach- 
ers, as an active Principle of divine Life; but a 
divine Life, if we impartially conſult the Mind 
of our LorD or his Apoſtles, we ſhall readily find 
conſiſts not altogether or ſolely in Devotions, 
public or private. Prayers and Praiſes, though 
neceſſary Helps to a Chriſtian Life, are not the 
whole Duty of a Chriſtian, 

+ Diſc. I thank you, good Sin, for this intim 
tion, which has now ſettled the Opinion I was 
lately beginning to entertain, of the Meaning of 
true Religion: This Error I firſt remarked or at- 
tended to, by obſerving ſome People, who were 
conſtant Frequenters of Divine Service, living in 
a Manner, I could not but think, ſtrangely incon- 
ſiſtent with thoſe godly Appearances. And what 
ſtill helped more clearly to the Opening my Eyes 
to diſtinguiſh the Means from the End, was & 
Conſciouſneſs of the Inconſiſtence of my own 
Practice with my Profeſſion. Frequently glorify- 
ing Gop's Name within his Houſe; and almoſt as 
often profaning it without, I judged to be ſuch a 
Sort of Contradiction, as nothing could poflibly 
reconcile : Though I failed not to have Recourſe 
to the uſual Pleas made uſe of by thoſe who are 
apt to be guilty of this Sin,. that they ſeldom or 


never give Way to it, but when ſuddenly provok- 
ed by Perverſeneſs or ill Uſage : And that when- 
ever they happen to uſe the Name of the Deity, 

A 4 when 
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when under no Provocation, it-is done heedleſsly 
and thoughtleſsly; but never meant to diſhonour 
or affront the Divine Being; — and, alas! my 
fooliſh Heart was alſo apt to imitate this Sort of 
Men, both in their Sin and their Apology for 
it. I had moreover the Comfort of thinking, I 
was far leſs guilty of it than many others. But bleſ- 
ſed be Gop, I am now under the ſtrongeſt Convic- 
tion, that the Sin of vain Swearing is abſolutely 
incompatible with the loweſt Degree of the Rea- 
ſon of a Man, and more eſpecially, with the Re- 
ligion of a Chriſtian; and in ſhort, the moſt in- 
excuſable and abſurd of any Folly or Wickedneſs 
to which weak Mortals are found liable. And I 
hope, by Gop's Grace, never to return to it more. 
- Min. Do you only hope 10? Do not you reſolve 
againſt it? If there be any Sin, that a Man may 
be ſuppoſed more able to refolve againſt and for- 
ſake than another, it muſt needs be, one would 
think, that of uſing his Maker's Name lightly or 
irreverently. A Habit, ſure, the moſt unaccount- 
ably learnt, the moſt indefenſibly perſiſted in, and 
which 1s ſtill more ſtrange, by what one hears, the 
laſt and the hardeſt to be pos with“ !] You do 

well 


A Vice in itſelf ſo prodigious, ane Aggravation can 
4 heighten it, no Excuſe can leſſen it! And yet thoſe, who are 
« moſt guilty of this Sin, are leaſt ſenſible of it: It is ſo fami- 


« jar to them, that they are not conſcious when they offend. 
_ « Blaſpheming is their Idiom, a Turn in their Way of fpeak- 


1 ;ng, and Oaths the mere Expletives of their Language. And 


« when every ſober Heart trembles to hear what they utter, 
« they only are unconcetned,: as only being ignorant of the 
« accurſed Malice with which * defy the Living Gov.” 
— Sherlock. 
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well therefore to add, by the Graceof God, you will 
leave it off, without whoſe influencing Aid, the 
frail Heart of Man is never ſecure againſt this, or 
any other corrupt Practice. I would therefore wiſh 
you to be conſtant and fervent in Prayer, for the 
Divine Aſſiſtance, to guard you againſt this, or 
any Vice you may find yourſelf apt to fall into: 
and likewiſe to add to your Prayers, Watchfulneſs 
over your own Heart; for we are commanded to 
watch, as well as pray, againſt Temptation. .lf 
we pray without Watchfulneſs, we do, as it were, 
neglect, if not reſiſt the Motions of Gop's Spirit, 
and thereby tempt Him to withdraw it; and if 
we watch without Prayer, we are then left to our 
poor, helpleſs Selves, who too well know, how 
unable we are to ſtand upright, or walk for any 
Time, in any good Courſe of Virtue or Holineſs. 
Diſc. Now, Six, you have mentioned the Aid 

or Motions of Gop's Spirit, I beg of you to in- 
ſtruct my weak Underſtanding, how to know or 
judge of this divine Gift; when we may ſuppoſe 
or believe ourſelves, bleſſed with it, and to what 
Degree, and to what particular Purpoſes? For, 
ſince the laſt Conference I was favoured with by 
you, I have met with ſundry ſtrange Accounts of 
the Effects of the Spirit working in ſome Men, 
in theſe latter Ages. Whatever has been at any 
Time replied to theſe Charges of pretending to 
be endued with Gifts extraordinary, by all I can 
learn; the Manner in which the Effects of ſuch 
Endowment have been repreſented, ſhould ſeem, 
as if thoſe concerned in the Production of them, 
were 


were not unwilling to have them looked upon of 
a miraculous Kind. — Be they really ſuch or not, 
it will ill become me, who am but a Learner, to 
difpute or gainfay. I rather choofe to apply my- 
ſelf to my worthy Teacher, to know what I am 
to believe of the real and inconteſtible Benefits of 
the Spirit, Chriſtians in general are from the 
Scriptures encouraged to hope and pray for. 
Min. How much ſoever plain Matters of Doc- 
trine may be perplexed, by the different Con- 
ſtructions ſome may conceive they ſee Reaſon 
to put upon them; though nothing can change 
the Nature of Truth, ſo as to make Right to be 
Wrong, and Wrong Right; yet it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that the Manner of handling religious 
Tenets, the Repreſentations, the Dreſs and Lan- 
guage they are cloathed in, may be ſuch, as to 
have ſurpriſing Influences; even no leſs, than to 
caſt ſome of melancholic Diſpoſition into Deſpair, 
and to raiſe the more ſanguine and fpirituous, as 
it were, up to the third Heaven. 

It is not eaſy to ſay, to what extravagant Flights 
_ . warm Imagination is capable of riſing or being 
raiſed, by the Power of rhetorical Fluency of 
Language ;—whether more Good or Evil hath 
been done by this Power, I ſhall not ſtay to con- 
fider; I would rather hope, and believe the for- 
mer, when conducted according to Knowledge, 
and a Zeal tempered with Prudence. That there 
is ſuch a Thing as Enthuſiaſm, commonly under- 
ſtood to be the Effect of an over-heated Brain, 
. to 2 very extra- 
ordinary 
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extraordinary Degree, through the all- firing Fuel 
of Popularity and human Applauſe, I make no 
Doubt; but where, and in what Perſons, and at 
what Times this Kind of elevated Tempers are 
to be found, I pretend not to point out. I am, 
however, verily perſuaded, a Man of lively Parts, 
by vehement Agitations frequently practiſed, in 
particular Places and Circumſtances, may be able 
to work himſelf wp, and his Hearers too, into a 
Kind of pious Frenzy ;—but whether theſe, or 
ſuch like Impulſes, are ever, and when, to be 
looked upon as the inward Workings and Influ- 
ences of the HoLy Seirir, I leave thoſe who 
have felt, or imagine they have felt, or thoſe who 
have been Witneſſes of the Effect, to judge. T 
am not for paſſing Judgment on any Man, at 
leaſt nat on the Goodneſs of his Heart, whatever 
I may think of the poſſible Deception of it. For 
my Part, I am but a plain Man, and have to do 
with a plain People, of which you my Pupil are 
one, without pretending to be favoured with ex. 
traordinary Illuminations, beyond the Reſt of my 
Brethren, or endeavouring to perſuade you into 
2 Conceit of feeling ſudden, inſtantaneous Mo- 
tions of the Spiarr, that you can ſenſibly diſtin- 
guiſh to be ſuch; I would, from the beſt and 
cleareſt Knowledge I can obtain from plain Scrip- 


ture Doctrine, gently and gradually conduct you 
in the ſtraight, even Path, that leads to Life 


Eternal.  _ 
Diſc. I find myſelf obliged to beg Pardon, for 
having. given you Occaſion to. deviate from the 


12 A Catechetical Conference. 
main Deſign of our Conference, by my happen- 
ing to mention the Pretenſions ſome Men ſeem to 
make to higher Degrees of heavenly Light and 
Aſſiſtance, than what is generally believed they 
have been really diſtinguiſhed with in . latter 
Ages of the Goſpel. 
But now, Sin, ſince you have been pleaſed to 
take ſome Notice, and expreſs your Sentiments 
of thoſe Pretenſions and high Appearances of 
ſpiritual Power, which ſome particular Teachers 
of the Word lay Claim to, I am emboldened to 
aſk your Aſſiſtance, to enable me to adviſe an - 
unhappy Friend of mine, who is under no ſmall 
Perplexity and Trouble, on Account of a direful 
Sentence pronounced upon him, namely, That 
« if his Faith and Repentance be not attended 
<« with an abſolute Certainty or Aſſurance of Par- 
« don, he was in a ſure State of Damnation!“ 
My poor unfortunate Friend, S1s, you muſt 
know, through the Strength of a predominant 
Paſſion, hath formerly been led to an unwarrant- 
able Gratification of it; for which he has under- 
gone an afflicting State of penitential Remorſe, 
whence he has often, occaſionally, entertained 
Hvely Hopes of Remiſſion, through the Merits of 
his fuffering REDEERMER; but, being naturally of a 
timid and low-ſpirited Turn, — although he ab- 
ſtains from what he had been heretofore guilty of, 
yet, he tells me, that bad Thoughts, owing to for- 
mer bad Actions, are apt often to croud in upon 
his Mind, which, though he thinks he rejects, and 
diſcourages them all he can, make him ſometimes 
fear- 
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ful chat the infinitely pure and holy Gop, though 


merciful, is not quite reconciled to him: And 
the Sentence, ſo ſhockingly denounced upon him, 
has almoſt led him into Deſpair, nay almoſt to 
Diſtraction ! What ſhall I fay to him, to comfort 
him? I entreat you to adviſe me, for he really 
grieves me to the Heart, gr I meet or con- 
verſe with him. 

Min. That ſo dreadful an Aae peremp- 
torily pronounced on your Friend, ſhould ſhock 
him, 1s not to be wondered at. And what Mor- 
tal upon Earth, in theſe latter Ages of the Church, 
can pretend to a Power of making fo free with 
the Almighty's Decrees, I am utterly at a Loſs 
to know :—nor can I any more conceive, what 
Right any penitent Sinner, however ſincere, has, 
to an abſolute Certainty of the Completeneſs of his 
Repentance ; nor how, without expreſs Revela- 
tion, made perſonally to him, he can be abſolutely 
ſure of Pardon, without the leaſt Mixture of 
Doubt or Fear. The Sorrow. of an humble Sin- 
ner, may, at Times be ſo great and preſſing, as 


to incline him to fear, where poſſibly there may 


be no real Cauſe for it, He may hope and truſt 
in the Divine Mercy and Goodneſs, one while, 
and at another, when under a Depreſſion of Spi- 
rits, eſpecially in one conſtitutionally ſubject 
thereto, he may be apt to think and fay, «I fear, 
„ I have not yet thoroughly attained that com- 
«.pletely mortified State, and that perfect Do- 
„ minion over my ſenſual Deſires, which true 
$ Repentance ſhould ſeem. to require; but I _ 

cc « ſtill 
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«. {till preſs toward it, and will hope and pray 
that Gop will be gracious.” And whilſt thus 
minded, though not perfectly ſure that his Par- 
don is ſealed - to be pronounced damned by a 
Fellow-creature! I can hardly think any one 
would be ſo ſeverely deciſive in his Judgment, as 
at once 'to-cruſh the bruiſed Reed, and doom a 
ſorrowing Sinner to Hell, becauſe he has not un- 
queſtionable Affurance of preſent Pardon. Tour 
Friend muſt ſurely have miſtaken the Rm of 
what was ſaid to him. 

Encourage him all you can to pray an hal 
to hope on, and be watchful over his Heart; 1 
will venture to ſay, or you may for me, that not- 
withſtanding his occaſional Fears and Doubts, 
which through the Infirmity of human Nature 
he may be ſubject to, if he tarries the Lory's 
Leiſure; and holds on his Way, ſooner or later, 
Gop will not forget to be favourable to him; and 
there is the greateſt Degree of Probability that 
what he now only hopes and truſts in, he will one 
Day fully experience the Certainty of, in a State, 


where Faith, and Hope, and Truſt, will be changed 


into actual Fruition of Life and Happineſs eter- 
nal. This, in my Opinion, ſeems. to be more 
likely to ſend him on his Way toward Heaven, 
than to tell him of certain Damnation, for Want 
of unſhaken Afurance of Salvation. 

Dife. Sin, I thank you: I hope, from what 
you have been ſaying, I ſhall be able to afford 
ſome Comfort to the troubled Soul of my, I am 


_ perſuaded; truly penitent Friend. I fhall alſo 
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pray for him, and I earneſtly beg your Prayers 
alſo, in his Bebalf ; that it may pleaſe the AL+ 
MIGHTY, to vouchſaſe to him ſuch à Knowledge 
or Inſight into his Soul's Safety, as in His infinite 
Wiſdom He ſhall ſee fitteſt for him to receive in 
this State of Probation. 

And now, Six, will you be 10 kind 9 | 
ceed in that Paxt of your Inſtructions, which you 
was entering upon in relation, to ſpiritual Gifts, 
when 1 interrupted - you. with, my Obſervation 
about ſome Pretenſions to thoſe. of a miggeulous 
Kind? br 
Min. What appears. to me to, be proper. — 
neceſſary to be underſtood of the Gifts of the 
SezR1IT, in all Ages of the Church, ſince its 
Foundation, by the extraordinary Powers the firſt 
Teachers were manifeſtly endowed, with, 1 ſhall 
give you my Sentiments of, according to. the beſt 
Judgment I can form, from the Holy Scriptures: 
ſo far as I am perſuaded they relate to the Doc - 
trine of the Srixir, and ſuch Meaſures of it, as 
Gop ſhall ſee neceſſary or reaſonable to beſtow, 
in order to promote Man's Salvation; the great 
End of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. The Senſe we 
have of the Weakneſs and Corruption ot our 
natural Powers, which no one can be a Stranger 
to that looks into himſelf, and obſerves what 
paſſes there, how indiſpoſed to what his Conſci- 
ence tells him is Right, and how prono to a& 


contrary to what the Principles of Reaſon dictate. 
will be found confirmed from the Account given 
by che apaſtolical Writer * St Fo eſpecially, 

who 
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who repreſents Mankind in his natural State, as 
blinded with Luſt, having the Underſtanding darken- 
ea, alienated from the Life of Gov, through the no- 
rance that is in them (a); and in ſhort, living as 
doit bout Gop in the World (b). And to this melan- 
choly Truth we can even now bear witneſs, how 
frail, how corrupt, how . unſteady, at the beſt, 
are we ſtill in theſe latter Days, after ſo long en- 
joying the Advantages of the Goſpel ! How 
unable to do the Things that we approve; and 
when we do in any wiſe perform, what is in any 
- Meaſure Right and Good, all the Suffiriency is 
from Gop (c), who hath enlightened our Minds 
by the Coming of CarisT ; who, by his.Se1rIT, 
belpeth our Infirmities (d), ſanctifies our Hearts(e), 
and enables us to think and do what is right and 
acceptable in his Sight. And moreover, this 
Strength is not only promiſed, on the eaſy Con- 
dition of aſking for it (f), but to thoſe who obey 
its Motions, as the ſacred Oracles aſſure us, larger 
Portions will ſtill be imparted (g). Hence are 
fallen Creatures, and ſuch are all who are born 
into the World, encouraged to work out their Sal- 
vation (h), becauſe the promiſed Grace of Divine 
Aid is ſufficient to enable them to be ftedfaft, and 
always abounding in the Work of the Lox D; foraſ- 
much as, if they perſevere in aſking, and obeying 
the Sy1RIT, which is adminiſtered to them by 
J ESUS Cunisr, their Lau all not be in vain in 
the 


| (a) Eph. bo. 18, (5) _ ii. 12. OG far oy iii. 5. 
| {4) Rom. viii, 26. (e) 1 Cor. vi. 11. /) Luke xi. 13. 
(le) Mat, xiii. 12. (6) Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
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the Lond. (i). This, I take to be plain, as well 
as comfortable Scripture Doctrine; whereby we 
learn what Manner of Perſons all who profeſs the 
Religion of Cuxlsr, ought, and are 
to be; not only ſuch as are to pray conſtantly for 
the Hol Se1z1T to guide and direct them, but 
to add the co-operation of their own ſincere En- 
deavours, that the Grace of Gop may not be 
fruitleſs and without Effect, through their Indo- 
lence and Neglect: For I would have you obſerve 
and remember, that God deals with us as rational, 
free Agents, and not as ſenſeleſs Machines, to be 
wrought upon irreſiſtibly.— He offers us Help, 
and he expects we ſhould So and make Uk. 
r 
I ſhall now cloſe this Head with choſe ans 
five Words of St Peter, (II“ Epiltle, Chap. i. 7. 
111. 5 which I could wiſh to be engrayen. in 
the Heart of my Chriſtian Diſciple ; therefore 
ſhall tranſcribe them at Length. Grace and Peace 
be multiplied unto you, through the Knowledge of 
God, and of Jzsvs our Lorp, according as His 
Divine Power hath given unto us all Things that per- 
tain unto Life and Godlineſs, through he Knowledge 
of Him that hath called us to Glory and Virtue : 
i berely are given unto us exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes ; that by theſe we might be Partakers 
of * the Divine Nature, having eſcaped the Corrup- 
tion that is in the World through Luft. And befides 
this, giving all Diligence, add to your Faith, Vir 
tue; and to Virtue, Knowledge ; and to Knowledge, . 

(7) 1 Cor, wv. 58. 1 


" 
WM! 
f 
+! 
4 
0 


| 


— 4 1 — — Ja LT © 3 * — 1 * 
— —— —e— - . : ——U——,ůn⸗ —— — p — —ä on — —— — — 


18 A Catechetical Conference. 
Temperance ; and to Temperance, Patience; and to 
Patience, Godlineſs ; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly 
Kindneſs ,, and to Brotherly Kindneſs, Charity. For 
if theſe Things be in you, and abound, they make you 
that ye ſhall neither be barren, nor unfruitful in tbe 
Knowledge of our LorD Jesus CuhRISsT. But he 
that lacketh theſe Things is blind, and cannot ſee far 


off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his 


old Sins. Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give 
Diligence to make your Calling and Election ſure : 
For if ye do theſe Things, ye ſhall never fall: For 
fo an Entrance ſhall be miniſtered unto you abundantly, 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Loxp and Sa- 
viour JESUS CHRIST. 

I ſhall add no Comment or Obſervation on \ the 
foregoing Citation, but that which has been made 
by a pious Expoſitor, « Be not deceived, Goo is 
« not mocked; it is the invariable Deſign of the 
« Goſpel to produce and advance our Holineſs ; 
« __it is the immutable Conſtitution of the King- 
« dom of CartsT, that without it no Man ſhall 
be permitted to fee the Loxp. Dr Dodariage. 

Diſc. This, Six, I thankfully receive from you, 
as wholeſome, comfortable Doctrine, founded on 
the Word of Truth, which I pray Gov, accord- 
ing to your Wiſh, may be deeply engraven on my 
Heart. — I now ſee myſelf, what I am, a poor, 
corrupt, ſinful Creature; unable to think a good 
Thought, or do one good Thing, ſuch as can be 
acceptable. to the all- pure and holy Gon, but by 
the Aid of the Spixrr, which he has promiſed to 


them that aſk it, through JEsus CHRIST. I now 
— 1 890 ſee 
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fee how little Reaſon I had to value myſelf upon 
any Thing I do, or can do, of myfelf, and by 
my on Strength; much leſs do I now think, 
that Religion conſiſts chiefly or ſolely in attend- 
ing divine Ordinances, either of public or private 
Worſhip ; which I perceive plainly are only ap- 
pointed Means to obtain help to become truly 
Religious, through Faith which is in CHRIS T 


IEsus.“ 

Min. I am glad to hear you mention the Terms 
on which all our, at beſt, imperfect Services, can 
be accepted, namely, through Jzsus CarisT : as 
it is by Him we have Acceſs to Gop, by Him 
only our corrupt Nature is renewed and ſanctified. 
and all our Defects ſupplied, and our Sins par- 
doned, and our Souls as it were born again to a 
new Life. Of all Things therefore be aware of 
falling into your firſt Error, of ſuppoſing any 
Thing in Man, that can be deemed meritorious. 
Our very beſt Works have a Mixture of ſinful 
Defects, that ſtand in need of Mercy and Pardon. 

Diſc. This Doctrine which you have here of- 
fered to my Conſideration, I believe to be true 
and ſalutary, and at the ſame Time I cannot 
but think it very humbling; — I doubt I have 
been apt, with the proud conceited Phariſee, 
ſomgtimes to conſole myſelf with the Thought, 
that I am not as ſome other Men are; but hence- 
forth I hope to take up the poor Publican's Prayer 
of, Gor be merciful to me a Sinner ! — But pray, 
Sin, what muſt I underſtand by that Text which 


lays, that they which have believed in Gov, ſhould 
B 2 be 
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be careful to maintain good Works? — If good 


Works are inſignificant, why are we to be care- 
ful to maintain them? 

Min. I never told you they were e 
nothing is ſo that is commanded; but I would 
have you always underſtand, that they are only 
acceptable to Gop through Faith in CyurisT. 

This I take to be the Doctrine of our Church, 

tounded on holy Scripture. 

Diſc. As you have more than once om 
Faith, the Senſe and Meaning of which, I hear, 
has been fo much canvaſſed and diſputed about; 
will you be pleaſed to inſtruct me in the true. 
meaning of that Goſpel Faith, that will be avail- 
able. to the ſaving my Soul ? 

Min. The different Acceptations which that 
Term is capable of, would take up more Time 
for me to diſtinguiſh and explain, than I conceive 
will be profitable to you in our preſent Confe- 
' rence. But I will in as few words as poſſible ac- 
quaint you, that a true ſaving Faith, is that where- 
by we truſt and depend wholly on the free Mercy 
of Gop, ſet forth in the meritorious Death and 
Sacrifice of his ſpotleſs Son, Jesus CHRISTHJ 
. through whom alone we obtain remiſſion of our 
Sins, and the Promiſe of a future happy State. 
This I have indeed in ſome meaſure declared a- 
bove, and therefore I ſhall have the leſs Oc&fion 
to enlarge on this Point here. I ſhall only add, 
that it is not to be a dead fruitleſs Faith, but ſuch 
as worketh by unteigned Love to Gon and Man, 


L that it muſt be ſuch as is productive of an holy 
Life, 
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Life, without which, as appears from Scripture, 
our Faith will profit us nothing (a). 

That Perſons of a peculiar Turn of Mind will | 
find matter to diſpute about, is not ſtrange. The 
Clergy of the Eftabliſhment, I know, are often 
charged with preaching up Worts; if it is meant 
that we preach up Works as meritorious, I will 
preſume to tay, by all I have heard or known, if 
che Charge is general, as I doubt it is too often 
fo, it is unjuſt. If there are any who are apt to 
- repreſent the Value of Works in that Light, let 
them only anſwer for it who do it. On all hands, 
I truſt, we are ready to own and declare, that when 
we have done, even if we could do all that is com- 
manded us, we ſhall not haye the leaſt Title to ſo 
vaſt a Reward as that of Eternal Life: We are 
ſtill to look up to Gop, in CHRIST, reconciling the' 
World to himſelf ; and although the gracious Pro- 
miſe that he has made to them who ſeek it in the! 
Way of his appointing, 1s Eternal Lite, = this 
Life is only in his Son. 7 

If you take and depend on chis for a ale Doc- 
trine of Goſpel Faith, I truſt you will not be in 
danger of miſſing your Way to the Gates of Hea- 
ven; and that after what I have ſaid above, I 
ſhall not be blamed for inſiſting that all who really 
love the Lord Jzsvs muſt ſhew it by keeping his 
Commandments and doing his Will, as well as 
believing his Doctrine. So that I think you may. 
{till venture to abide by the Text you referred to 
in 80 n Direction to Titus, (chap. iii. 8.) that 

FY Bg he 


(a) James i ii. 14. 1 John ii. 25. — v. 11. 
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he ſhould conſtantly affirm or inculcate this im- 
portant Point of Chriſtianity to his Hearers, That 
they who have believed in Gov, ſhould be careful to 
maintain good Works (b). 

' Diſc. Six, I thank you for the Light you have 
given me into the Doctrine of a true ſaving Faith: 
and by the Grace of Go I hope to live and die 
in it. Whence, upon the whole, | ſuppoſe, if we. 
attribute all the Evil that is in us to ourſelves, | 
and all the Good to Gop, we ſhall not judge amis. 
— But moral Duties, if there are any recommended 
and enjoined by Chxisr and his Apoſtles for our 
Regard, as you have before intimated, I find J 
am not to look upon them as mean and unprofita- 
ble, ſothey be but practiſed through the Aid of the 
Spirit of Grace, and through Faith in the all- ſuffi- 
cient Sacrifice and meritorious Death of Cur IST. 

Min. 1 am very glad to find you have ſo pro: 
perly corrected the Notion you firſt ſet off with, 
when you thou ght your own Goodneſs would of 
itſelf intitle you to Heaven. Always have in 
mind your own Inſufficiency, and the Aſſurance 
that is given of your being able to do all Things 
required of you to your Soul's Health, through 
Cuxisr that ſtrengthens you. But if I rightly 
underſtand the Goſpel Inſtitution, Gob's Promiſe 
to help and affiſt us will not imply that the Du- 
ties of our Care and Fatchfulneſs, our working and 
Agence, our Ariving and ſeeking to enter into 

Reſt, 


(5) „ Let theſe be the darling Topics of thy preaching, as 
* thou defireſt the Edification and Salvation of thy Hearers.” 
Dodariage in loc. 
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Reft, are needleſs : for if that was the Caſe, by - 
all I can ſee, the Perſuaſives and Admonitions 
uſed by Divines to induce their Hearers to exert. 
the Powers GoD has endued them with, may as 
well. be forebore and quite laid aſide. — The In- 
ſtances where Car1sT and his Apoſtles urge upon 
their Diſciples the Neceſſity and Obligation to 
follow after Holineſs, and to add to their Faith» 
Virtue, are ſo numerous and prefling, that it is 
ſtrange if the ſame Directions and Advice diſ- 
penſed by the Miniſters of the Goſpel in theſe 
latter Days of the Church, ſnould be deemed un- 
lit Topics to be preached upon. 

A ee eee e 
4 never taught or looked upon as ſufficient to» 
juſtify the Obſervers of them, but as terminat· 
ing in CHRIsr, and in Gop's Will and Appoint-: 
« ment in the new Covenant; and is regulated 
« by his Word and Promiſe, there ſhould ſeem 
<« to be no Danger of erer over valuing or over 
charging moral Duty.“ Allen. | 

Diſc. I moſt humbly thank you, my Spiritual 
Father, for theſe Leſſons of Inſtruction you have 
been ſa good to beſtow on me; and I entreat: 
your Prayers, when you approach the Throne oſ 
Grace in your retired Devotions, for the Eſtabliſn- 
ment of my Heart in the true Goſpel Faith, ſuch 
as I apprehend you have now been explaining to 
me. I pray God reward the Chriſtian Pains you 
have taken with me, which I am confident I 
ſhould” not have been equally bleſſed with by all. 
your public Diſcourſes from the Pulpit, which I. 


'B 4 Oh ſhall 
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ſhall i now, by Gov's Grace, be better qualified to 
underſtand and profit by. | 

Min. You ſhall not only have my Prayers for 
your Perſeverance and Eſtabliſhment in the true 
faving Faith in the Goſpel Covenant, but alſo my 
farther Inſtruction and Advice in the like manner 
of Perſonal Conference, whenever you ſhall ſee 
- Occaſion to apply for it. I bleſs God for the 
Opportunities you have given me to be of any 
real Service to you, and I ſhall the leſs grudge 
the Time and Pains I beſtow on you, as by Ex- 
perience J have for ſome Years found this Method 
of inſtilling religious Principles into young Minds, 
to be far more efficacious and ſucceſsful than any 
other, where there is not room for Queſtions and 
Replies. — And although I ſhall not take upon 
me to direct my Brethren of the Clergy, in the 
manner of exerciſing their Talents in the Work 
of the Miniſtry, much leſs preſume to blame them 
if they follow their own, which to them appears 
to be a more uſeful Employment of their Time; 
yet I will venture to depend on their excuſing me 
if I ſhould wiſh them to make the Experiment, 
if they have not already made it. However, be 
that as to them ſhall ſeem beſt, I enjoin you, my 
young Man, to forbear all Cenſure and Obſerva- 
tion upon any, whom you ſhall be led to take 
notice of, as not exactly following my Plan. 
Commending you to the divine Bleſſing, Guid- 
ance and Protection, I take my Leave of you for 
this Time, till your Inclination and Gop's Provi- 
dence ſhall bring us together again. 
"The Ex D of the Fouk TH CONFEREN CB. 


THE 


FipTH CONFERENCE. 


| | Diſciple : 
e is now a long Time since I had the 
A I Happineſs to be permitted to confer: 
y -* HF with you about my ſpiritual Con- 
cerns; and as I have now an Oppor- 

— ſhortly to ſettle for myſelf in the Trade 
and Buſineſs to which I have been bred, I would 
gladly, at this critical Juncture and Turn of my 
Life, be obliged once more with your further Ad- 
vice and Counſel in thoſe Things that relate, not 
fo much to my ſecular, as to my future everlaſt- 
ing State; which I haye been happily taught, 
and ſtill find myſelf diſpaſed, through God's 
and your Aſſiſtance, to look upon as the chief 
and far moſt valuable . of 1 3 and 


Concern. 


Min. J am glad to ſee you, aud more if, to 
find that the Influence of our former Conferences 
ſtill remains. The Opportunity that offers for 
entering on the Busineſs to which you have ſerved 


your Time, is a Point in Which. ] pretend nat to 
3 | judge 


Fd 


\ experience, what at preſent you can only gueſs 
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judge or adviſe you. The Expediency of your 
Undertaking to trade for yourſelf, ſo ſoon after 
the Completion of your Apprenticeſhip, I leave 
to yourſelf and your near Relations to determine: 
As to-any Advice in Things more properly be- 
longing to my Province, you are, as you have 
ever been, extremely welcome to the beſt in my 
Power to give you; and indeed, which I am much 
pleaſed) to perceive you ſensible of, it is a very fit 
Time for laying in a freſh Store of Knowledge 
and Precaution how to conduct yourſelf, when 
you are entering on the Stage of this World, ſo, 
as chat whilſt you are in full Purſuit of your tem- 
poral Intereſt, you do not loſe Sight of that which 
is eternal. I pray Gop direct you for the beſt; 
and that you may ſet off prudently and wiſely, 


both for your preſent and future Welfare and 


Succeſs. It would, I am perſuaded, have given 
your worthy Parents deceaſed much Pleaſure and 
Delight to have ſeen the Joy of their Heart, their 


dear Son (for dear, I well know you was to them) 
ſetting forward in the World, with the hopeful 


Promiſe of being a ſober, honeſt, induſtrious 
Man; and, as ſuch, living in Eſteem and Credit 
among all your Neighbours. and Acquaintance.. 
O! how would their Hearts have glowed with 
the inexpreſſible Pleaſure of ſuch a View ? I can- 


not deſcribe to you the Feelings and Affection of 


Parents for their Offspring. Indeed, we have 
not one Word in our Language that will fully ex- 
preſs it: Poſſibly in due Time you may live to 


at, 
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at, that Kind and Degree 


I fear, by mentioning your late Parents, I have re- 
newed your Sarroy. for your Loſs beyond what I 
intended. 

Diſc. Na, Sin; it is not ſo. much for my Pa- 


rents Death, though ſtill felt, as for the 1 | 


brance of an Inſtance of.my undutiful Carria 
them, that I. am at this Time ſo ſenſibly toucł 


particularly « do I call to Mind a rude and ove. 


rent Anſwer I made my Mother, which ſtruck 


her to the Heart, and which now flies back, upon 
mine with double Sharpneſs. I think I never 
ſhall forget the Look of her 
nance; and although ſhe ſpake not, yet, im Ef: 
fe, ſeemed to ſay to me: What, my Son! 

my beloved Son] whom I bore, brought into 
the World with Pain, and afterward nurſed" up to 


Stature and Strength, to treat me thus bn whey 


fully | * 

Min. wen, if you was ſo ſenſibly ſtruck with 
Remorſe at the Sight of her offended Counte- 
nance, no doubt you made her all the Recom- 
pence in your Power for your rude Behaviour, 
by the humbleſt Tokens of ſubmillive Acknow:- 
ledgment? 

Diſc. Alas, Six, there is my preſent a 
ance! I took no Notice, but walked off, and. 
thought no more, about it. O. that ſhe was bug, 
now here preſent, that I might Kkneel to her for 
Fardan.— But to Gov, who is alwgys. preſent, I. 


can 


of Love which, Parents 
bear to their Children..-l ſee I have moved you; 


aggrieved Counte- 
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can and do pray to forgive me, who confeſs my 
Fault, and truly repent of it from the Bottom of 
my Heart. 


Min. Be of good Chear te and make 
no Doubt but that your penitential Sorrow 1s ac- 
cepted by your heavenly Father; and if your 
earthly Parent, whom you offended, was here 
alive, I am perſuaded ſhe would mix her Tears 


with yours, and embrace you with the moſt ten- 


der and affectionate Reconciliation. 

Diſc. Indeed, Six, I am perſuaded ſhe would; 
and for your Encoyragement to think fo, I am 
ſincerely thankfu]. I was ſomewhat apprehen- 
sive, that whatever might be your Sentiments, 
People in general would poſsibly make light of 
my Offence, by obſerving it was only a haſty Word 


or two, uttered ſome Time ago, and not worth the 


ſerious G oncern I expreſsed for it. 


Min. I am ſorry there ſhould be Occaſion for 
ſuppoſing that any Perſons. whatever ſhould be 
diſpoſed to make light of even the ſmalleſt De- 
gree of the Sin of filial Diſobedience, or Diſre- 
ſpect to a Parent; which is, or was formerly at 
leaſt, odious and diſreputable in the Opinion of 


all N pretending to any Senſe of Religion. 


It is indeed, I muſt own, ſomewhat extraordi- 
nary in theſe Times, to find a young Man ſo ſen- 
fibly afflicted with the RecolleCtion of a ſingle In- 
ſtance of undutiful Carriage to his Mother, who 
has been ſome Time in her Grave: 1 ſay, in 
theſe Times of faſhionable Freedoms, which ſeem 

of 
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of late to have taken Place in the Words and 
Actions of all Ranks, as well in this as our 
neighbouring Country; where almoſt all Notion 
of Subordination, and eſpecially of the Relation 
between Parents and Children, hath ſo appa- 
rently been upon the Decline, that the very Name 

of Father and Mother, or other Kindred, ſounds 
vulgar and coarſe, and conſequently thought un- 
polite and aukward to uſe them. Whence it 
happens, that we often hear Mr and Mrs, and 
Maſter and Miſs, among the neareſt in Blood, 
unleſs from the Mouths of Infants, who know 
no better than to liſp out, © My Father, or my 
Mother, and my Brother and Siſter.” I am told 
alſo, that the ſame Affectation prevails among 
Clerks and Apprentices, with whom the Appella- 
tion of Maſter is dropped and exchanged for Mr 
ſuch an one, where I live; leſt they ſhould ap- 
pear to own any Subjection. In ancient Times, 
Deference and Reſpect were thought due to all 
People of Station; to the Kine's MajesTy, in 
the firſt Place, and to ſubordinate Magiſtrates, 
and others in Authority : Whereas now it is 
looked on as a Token of Vaſſalage to make any 
Diſtinction; give out the Word Liberty, and 
Kings and Nobles ſtand clear, or take all that 
comes from the Pens or Mouths of oroRIOus 
FREEMEN The Inſtance which you, my young 
Friend, - have produced with regard to relative 
Duty, hath, I perceive, led me rather beyond the 


intended Bounds of our colloquial Intercourſe. 
| | I am 
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1 am aware too, that in all relative Connec- 
tions, there are reciprocal Duties and Obliga- 
tions, the Conſideration of all which might carry 
us ſtill further: But in your Caſe, you ſeem 
to own, the Defect was only on your Part, that 
the Diſreſpect you was guilty of, was to an un- 
exceptionably kind, and prudently indulgent Pa- 
rent. | - 
Diſc. Altogether ſo, I aſſure you, Six; I con- 
feſs it, and regret it with real Sorrow. — Excuſe 
my forbearing to name the Expreſsions I uſed to 
her, for the very Thought of them ſhocks my 
Imagination. And I cannot but think, when 
' Perſons are grown up to Years of Reflection and 
Consideration, there is nothing will touch their 
Hearts fo near, as the Remembrance of ill- treat- 
ing affectionate and tender Parents; eſpecially 
ff the Offender has ſuffered them to go out of the 
World, without making the proper Acknow- 
ledgments fot ſo blameable an Inſtance of Ingra- 
titude, as is that of contemning their Authority,. 
and thereby aggrieving their Souls, to whom a 
Child is, for the moſt Part (as was my Caſe) un- 
der the higheſt Obligations (next to the Creator 
of all Things) of any Perſons living. For what, 
alas! had I been, if my Mother had neglected 
me from my Birth, or my Father taken no Care 
for my Education? | 
Mi. I repeat my Approbation of the Senti- 
ments you have diſcloſed to me on this Head, 
and do think it very happy and commendable in 
you, that you expreſs ſo much Remorſe and 
Com- 
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Compunction for a Fault, that, from irs Com- 
monneſs, I doubt, is but little thought of or con- 
sidered in the preſent State of the World. To 
the Source of this Evil, numberleſs others, in 
the Courſe of a Man's Life, may be but too 
juſtly charged. A Rebel to a Parent is ſeldom 
or never known to turn out well in Life; and, 
on the other hand, what more promising Proſpect 
is there of a ſucceſsful Progreſs. in the reſt of a 
young Man's Days, than a dutiful Regard and 
reſpectful Carriage toward his natural Parents? 
It is amiable, it is approved, it is praiſe-worthy 
in the Sight of all judicious and considerate Peo- 
ple; nay, even the Wicked and Profligate can- 
not help admiring it, wherever it is found. 

Small therefore as this Inſtance of your F railty, 
which you have been lamenting to me, may ap- 
pear to ſome People, yet, for the Reaſons I have 
been giving you, I think an uniform Tenor of fi- 
lial Piety to be of the higheſt Importance to a 
young Man's Character and Well- doing in che 
World. | 

Diſc. I am more and more ſatisfied, by your 
Approbation of my Endeavour, to undo, ſo far 
as is now in my Power, what I have done amiſs 
in the Article of my Life we have had laſt un- 
der Consideration. But, as there are other Ha- 
zards and Dangers in a young Man's Way, of 
falling into Sin, I would beg your Directions 
how I may beſt be enabled to avoid them. And 
in the firſt place, give me leave to aſk you, as 
you have taught me that it is my Duty to watch 
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as well as pray againſt Temptations, : what are 
thoſe Corruptions of the human Heart, that are, 
in your Opinion, the greateſt Hindrances to our 
Proficiency in Chriſtian Holineſs, and conſequent- 
ly the moſt to be guarded againſt; leſt, as was 
before obſerved, whilſt I am ſetting out, in order 
to acquire a Portion of temporal good TOs I 
finally loſe thoſe that are eternal? 

Min. By this Requeſt you have opened a large 
Field to expatiate in; but I ſhall endeavour ro 
reduce my Anſwer into as ſhort a Compaſs as I 
can, with reſpect to the Vices and Corruptions 
incident to human Nature. Thoſe which I think: 
comprehend, and are generally introductory to 
all the reſt, which I would offer to your atten- 
tive Caution, are Pride and, Senſuality : Pride, 
that firſt made Devils of Angels, and will pro-, 
bably make Devils of Men ; and Senſuality or. 
Luxury, which places the human below the Le- 
vel of brutal Nature: Foraſmuch as Reaſon; the 
diſtinguiſhing Faculty of Man, is often exerciſed. 
and exerted in finding Means for ſuperabundant, 
not to ſay unnatural Gratifications of the ſenſual 
| Appetites. Covetouſneſs, I take to be only the 

Offspring or Daughter of the diabolical Paſsion 
of Pride. An inceſsant Endeavour to amaſs 
Wealth beyond Bounds or Limitation, can no 
way be accounted for, but from a Deſire of out- 
ſhining the reſt of the World in Pomp, and 
Splendor, and Magnificence; or of gaining 
Power, and Preeminence, and Independence. 
Hence it is often obſerved to be a predominant; 

Vice 
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Vice in the Aged, who being conſcious of the 
Neglect moſt are apt ts meet with in the De- 
cline of Life, — the rich old Man imagines the 
Reputation of being wealthy, will, in great mea- 
ſure, help to command the reſpectful Notice and 
Regard of thoſe he converſes or hath any Inter- 
courſe with; and eſpecially of thoſe who have 
Expectations of ſome time being made Partakers 
of a Share of his Abundance. --- Ind 
taken in a limited and proper Senſe, as it places 
us above the Want of the neceſsary Supplies of 
Nature, is rather a prudent than blameable Am- 
bition. But the Danger of immenſe Riches is, 
from their being apt to lift the Poſseſsors, not 
only above their Neighbours in the Pride of 
Self-ſufficiency, rending often to Arrogance and 
Contempt toward all whom they look upon as 
their Inferiors ; but likewiſe to alienate their At- 
tention- and Affections from the great Author 
and Proprietor of every Bleſsing they poſseſs or 
enjoy. --- Such was the Caſe of the rich Man in 
the Goſpel, who plumed himſelf upon his much 
Goods laid up for many Tears; and what was 
he? but an Example to all future Morrals truſting 
in their Wealth, by being ſuddenly cut off from 
that Security in which he prided himſelf. 

Diſc. You have made me ſufficiently ſenſible 
of the odious Nature of Pride. That it muſt 
be odious is pretty plain, from my having ob- 
ſerved how every one diſclaims it in himſelf, by 
profeſsing that he is, t6 the very loweſt of his 
Rs a _ humble Servant. But pray, 
C SIR, 


Th 


— — 2 


— — 


3+ - A galecbett ad Canferencys.. 
SIR, 7 FOR, re, very gaod in.cautioning me 
"SH & this; del bon Sim, af Pride, which 
you. ſay general andi is enhayced by. 
. Poſſe e "an, ibu Thurkt . after, 
5 e 5 15 ive,me. L. * Fal dle what Nanger [1 
can ſuch an qne.as I, O —— this: 
Coungry, \be 10 to inert ghÞ eing either proud 
or . cqverays 7 Large. Fort rrunes, it is, ſaid, have 
been, raiſed in, ſome Places, in the Linen · mann 1 
faftory, Way, which, you Kno is what, I am, 
propoſihe ro, ſet up in; and ram which, though, 
by en $ Bleflng « 2 my. honelt Care, and Indu- 


try, I. may; hope: for a, decent Livelihood, yet, 


unleſs 15 Capital was larger, and Hands as plenty 
ag, in. the bein her deen I think I am. 
never likely. to to aheap. up, Riches, to foſter me in 
any. Degree of EE. oi (is 
Mn... But. ſtay, young, FRY Y though 1 ob- 
ferved that, great, Wealth helps to nouriſh. Pride, 
ang, Pride inclines Men to take all Meaſures, 
ſo good, ſome, otherwiſe, to acquire Riches 
an Power, yet I never told you that Perſons in 
low Stations and Circumſtances are never proud. 
You may, find lofty Looks, and high Spirits in a 
Cottage, as well as in a Court; ; elſe, whence all 
the Quarrels and Contentions, Animoſities and 
Feuds, and Striving. about little Matters, among 
the lower Claſs of People: It iche ſame Pride 
of Heart that makes a Country Farmer afpire to 
be a Leader or Captain (as the Term is here) in 
a Pariſh, which induces a Man of higher Quality 
to become prime Miniſter Or Secretary of State: 
the 
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the ſame Paſſion often poſſeſſes. one and the other: 
I mean this, however, only where they aſpire after 
and eagerly deſire theſe Exaltations. One that 
is reſtleſsly anxious to increaſe his F orty Pounds 
per Annum to an Hundred, may, be juſt as cove- 
tous as another who is puſhing on to make his 
Hundreds Thouſands : It is from the Heart that 

more or leſs of the Guilt of theſe Vices is to be 
rated. Neither the Acceptance of Honours, nor 
the Acquiſition of a large Fortune, do neceſsa- 
rily beſpeak Pride : The true Motive, the End, 
the Uſe and Application, if a Man's Heart would 
tell him the Truth, would ſoon decide this Point; 
but though Self-Partiality will not ſuffer ſome to 
ſee the Truth, obſerving By-Standers for the moſt 
Part will diſcover whether a Man be lifted up. 
with his Promotion or Riches, or not; for al- 
though there is no Part of his moral Character 
he would be more careful to guard againſt the 
Imputation of, than that of being a proud Man, 
yet, firſt or laſt, ſooner or later, the Maſk will 
drop off. His Manner of Converſing, his At- 
tire, and ſometimes his very Gait will ſhew it. 
Paſſionate Anger, and haſty and perſevering Re- 
ſentment, above all, diſcover the Soil from 
whence thoſe fiery Vapours ariſe. And the Af- 
fectation of Humility,” where the real Virtue is 
not, is perkaps of all others the worſt Sort of 
Pride, blended with Hypocriſy, and when ſeen 
through, is generally the moſt deteſted by all 


rus Hier mem. And now let me aſk you, whe- . 
| C 2 ther 
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ther you think there may not be in the Courſe of 
your trading Life, ſundry Occasions for your be- 
ing puffed up in Mind, though you mould com- 
mand peither Title nor Eſtate ? - 

" Diſc. I believe there may, Six; but I ſhall 
follow the Rule o: Prevention — mentioned, 
namely, to watch and pray, that I enter not into 
the Temptation ſo common and abounding, | of 
falling under the Power of this ruling Paſſion ; 
for although this is a Sin that all Men talk 
againſt, yet it ſhould ſeem as if all Men have a 
Share of it. However, from what you have ſaid 
of the Hazard of worldly Riches and Honours, 
and that Men may have proud Hearts without 
them, yet I hope you will allow that ſuch as are 
bleſsed only with a moderate Share of theWorld, 
and a middling Station in it, are leſs liable to be 
vain-glorious, and to be highly conceited of their 
Worth and Significance, than they who are over- 
laden with Riches, 'and raiſed to Dignities. 

Min. Doubtleſs you are right. There is leſs 
Hazard in a middling, than an elevated Station, 
of thinking better of a Man's ſelf than he ought 
to think: For you may remember, I have before 
admitted that Honours and Riches do not in 
themſelves neceſsarily include the Guilt of Pride; 
I only obſerved how naturally, for the moſt Part, 
they led, and were ſtrong Incentives to it. The 
middle Station, ſuch as you are now about to | 
ſettle in, does on many Accounts, bid the faireſt N 
for real Happineſs, both preſent and. future; and 


| do * believe it is chiefly.” owing to Perſons - 
* of 
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of this Deg ree in Life, that the Face of Religion 
is kept up and maintained in the World. The 
High and Wealthy are too often inclined to ſay 
to their Souls, Take thine Eaſe; thou haſt much 
Goods in ſtore for many Years =— forgetting that 
there is One greater than they, who can demand 
their Souls, or deſtroy their Riches. And as to 
the very loweſt of the human Species, who are 
Drudges for the reſt, moſt of them, I doubt, are 
in 5 Places found to have little or no Thought 
beyond that of preſerving their preſent animal 
Life, and conſequently little or no Concern about 
what ſhall be hereafter. — Be aware therefore of 
an anxious Solicitude to increaſe your Store be- 
yond the Bounds of Sufficiency : Seek firſt the 
Kingdom f Gov, and bis Righteouſneſs, and all 
Things proper and neceſsary for you, will, in the 
ordinary Courſe of Providence, be added to your 
\ honeſt Induſtry and Care. Or, if beyond your 
Expectation, Riches by the divine Bleſſing ſhould 
' Increaſe, ſet not your Heart upon them. In all 
your Ways, acknowledge the Author of every 
good Gift; and in all your Aims and Endea- 
vours, remember the od, and you will ſcares | 
ever do amiſs. 

Dic. Goo grant I may roch by this Advice 
and lay it up in mine Heart, and that I may 
never be ſolicitous to heap. up Wealth, and 
eſpecially not by »njuft Gain; but that, having 
competent Food and Raiment, 7 may be heren th 
content, 


C. 2 Min. 


— —— — — 
- * 
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Min. Since you now mention unjuſt Gain, giye 
me Leave on that Head to give you a Caution 
againſt every Degree of Tendency to Extortion, 
or making larger Demands than you can ſtrictly 
anſwer to your Conſcience : Know what is reaſon- 
able Profit, abide by it, and aſk no more. Was 
this univerſally obſerved in Trade, it would not 
only ſave Time and Words in Dealing, but 
likewiſe prevent frequent Occaſions to devine 
from Truth. 


Diſc. This Caution I am happily inclined to 
obſerve, from the Example my Maſter has ſet 
me, who always was at a Word with his Cuſtom- 
ers, who liked him the better when they once 
came to know his Way ; and though ſome weak, 
fooliſh People, who were wont to think they got 
Bargains, by inſiſting on Abatements, and to dis- 


| like the Tradeſman that refuſed to gratify them; 


yet in the main, I believe no Man was ever 
known to ſuffer in his Buſineſs or Occupation on 
account of his open, peremptory Manner of 
Dealing, provided he had in general the Charac- 
ter of a juſt and upright Man. Whereas, the 
Reverſe of this Procedure, I mean, the making 
Abatements after a Price is ſet, 1s very often lia- 
ble to Suſpicion and Cenſure. And now, Sin, 
this Point being ſettled, as having very little Oc- 
caſion to have 1 much ſaid upon it, and which I 
know to be both in my Power and Inclination to 
adhere to, you will give me Leave to recollect 


and remind you of another Corruption you men- 


tioned, 


- 


_—  — — — 
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tioned, to which Mankind were very liable, and 
Which you adviſed me to be aware of falling into, 

namely, Senſuality and Luxury. 

I ſhould next be glad to have your Sentiments 
and Counſel on this Article: And firſt, what I 
am more particularly to underſtand by this Vice? 
for I think you only juſt touched upon it, by ob- 
ſerving that it was a Sin that degraded us below 
the Level of Brutes. But I detain you too long, 
and ſhall wait on you another Time. 
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greg! your Leave, Sm, 2 you are at 
Leiſure, I am tome to receive your 
& * Sentiments on the common Vice of 


juſt entering upon when I thougfit It requiſite to 
defer my troubling you about it, till a favourable 
Opportunity ſhould offer; and if it be nom con- 
venient, I ſhould be obliged to you to proceed in 
your informing me what I am to underſtand by 
Senſuality, and how I may beſt guard: againſt w? 
Min. By Senſuality, I mean all unwarrantable 
Gratifications of the bodily Appetites ; ſuch are 
all thoſe Indulgences that are beyond the Bounds 
of Reaſon and Nature : For though ſome may be 
apt to imagine every human Deſire may lawfully 


be gratified, yet ſure they never ſhould be in- 
dulged beyond what is agreeable to the Reaſon 


of a Man, and the Duty of a Chriſtian. There 


it was, as I remember, that I faid, Men acting 
beneath the N of ene | 


themſelves 


GON Senſuality, the Subject which we were 
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themſelves to à State and Condition, not only 
below themſelves, but even below that Part of 
the Creation, whoſe Gratifications are always re- 


culated and governed according to their Nature. 
Whereas, when the human Species exceed or act 
contrary to theirs, they ſo far fail of anſwering 
the End for which they were created, that they 
rather aften/ deſttoy it, and Hegenetite beneath 
even mere animal Life. And whenever this De- 
clenſion from, or Tranſgreſſion of Reaſon and 
Nature in Mankind, is increaſed to any Degree, 
it is. commonly known by 4 Name of Laxury 
or Extravagance : A Vice chat has dot pnly con- 
ideraply hurt e of the Human 
Race, but ui le AIRS and farge 
States and Kingdoms, of which Hiſtory ory affords 
hut too many undoubted Inſtances; . which. it 
Would gere but to gl Purpaſe, to recite from 
ancient Records; 2s T hape I may be able to con- 


pings. youfaf its evil Conſequences, by referring 


ou to your Knowledge and Obſervation of mo- 
dern Times, which do but too evidently ſhew the 


Propane: and Effect of Senſuality and Luxury 

almoſt all Ranks and Degrees. Indul- 

_ of 5 etite, 1 mult be allowed to ſay, is 

1955 niver 2 predominant i in the preſent Age, as 

A to have loſt the Name and Character of 

— — There 1 5, in general ſuch a Profufion of 

wpence in Eg ertanmentz, nich our F orefa- 

15 Tt nels fo much Fa d. to, pd were they, 
<yow pom h reviſit us, a uld find therd 


"ſelves, in alf Reſpects, im a new 5 95 9 
Delicacy 
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_Delicacy of Taſte, both. in Mears and Dyinks, 


Be. the Expence what it will to. gratify it, is ſo 


enhanced, that the Produce of Land or Sea is 


ſcarce able to anſwer all its importunate Demands 
to Satisfaction; 5 inſomuch that the Art of embel- 


lining and heightening what Nature affords, is 


to be ſought t for at any Rate, and from any Diſ- 

tance, — Is it not, 1 would aſk any cool, think - 

ing Perſon, melancholy Conſideration, that when 
Inquiries are making to folve che Occaſion of 
Diſtreſs among the Poor, it remains a demonſtra- 
ble Truth, that the large Surplus of what is more 

than ſufficient to refreſh, to chear and .enhven 
one Part of the Species, would abſolutely be a 
ſufficient Supply for the Exigencies of vaſt Num- 
bers of the reſt of our F ellow-Creatures, who 


have not wherewith ro ſatisfy the neceſſary CHs 


of Nature? whilſt others, Q how many qrhers 
are daily rioting. in Exceſs! In ſngrt, it would 
be endleſs to recite the ſund horrible Evils of 
Luxury, which abound ſo ly among 
even thoſe who would not be thought deſtitute 
of Reaſon or Religion. For at the ſame Time 
that it is acknowledged, that very great have 
been the Charities for the Relief of the neceſli- 
tous Poor; yet, alas! I fear, when compared yrith 
the ſuperabundant Indulgence and Extravagance 
of the Donors, ' what is given to the Indigent 
would appear but a fort of Commutation. for the 
Puniſhment due 0 their own OY oy 
able Excelſles, 02.4) 855 iG 


— 
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Diſc. Six, T have heard you attentively, and 
am perfectly ſhocked at the Picture you have 
preſented to me; and ſo much the more, as I am 
wholly unacquainted with the Original, having, 
Gop be thanked, lived in a Family, where no- 
thing but Moderation was the ruling Principle of 
domeſtic Occonomy ; ; and therefore I can hardly 
think or imagine I can need much Caution 
againſt running into the Vices of Senſuality or 


Luxury, as above deſcribed. However, SIR, 
fore warned, fore- armed, is a Saying amongſt us 


of the lower Sort, and not to be slighted. 
Min. Happy as you have been, in lighting in- 


to a Family, where you had ſo good an Example 
of Sobriety and Moderation in the Ruler of it; 
an Advantage doubtleſs it may be, and I hope 


and wiſh will prove ſo to you: But I think it not 
unprofitable 1 for you to be appriſed, that, as good 
and virtuous as any young Perſon may be at the 
Time of quitting his Maſter's Service, it is too 
often ſeen that when he comes to be on his own 


Hands, and to be his own Maſter, he ſometimes 


turns aſide from the Path he had been accuſtom- 

ed to walk in, and, by Intercourſe with fome of 
a different Turn from his former Life and Ex- 
ample, he is inſenſibly led away to do as others 


of his Companions do, endeavouring to live and 


appear, as it is termed, a little like the reſt of the 
World. Young People, at firſt lanching into 
Life, either married or single, are but too apt, 
for the ſake of promoting Acquaintance in their 
Buſineſs, 
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Buſineſs, to attempt, as I was obſerving, to make 
ſome Appearance; firſt, by. Imitation of their 
Equals; and then increaſing into an Emulation 
of living better, through an. injudicious Ambi- 
tion to excel, in what is commonly called clever 
and genteel; till, for Fear of the falſe Shame of 
looking little and ſneaking, they fall into real 
Diſgrace, for having overſtrained the Line of 
Proportion, by drawing the Cord beyond its 
Strength, till it breaks; and if they be not quite 
ruined, their whole Life after is generally full of 
Shuffle and greater Meanneſs, than they had by 
faſter Living thought to avoid. This is fo well 
known and frequent a Caſe" in theſe latter Days 
of Profuſion, that a Man can ſcarce ſtep out of 
his own Doors, and enter into thoſe of his Neigh- 
bours, but he will be Witneſs, in ſome Degree or 
other, of their aping and aiming at the Forms, 
Decorations and Elegancies, that formerly were 
never ſeen, but at the Tables and Houſes of thoſe | 
of the firſt Rank. 

Diſc. Well, Stn, you have mass me e kenltble 
that I am not ſo exempt, as I might imagine, 
from running into the Temptation of the "like 
Follies with others, of living above, themſelves, 
merely out of vain Compliance with the vicious 
Cuſtoms of the World: And yet, Sin, as I have 
at preſent no Inclination to, or indeed any Notion 
of being brought under the Power of ſuch fa- 
ſhionable Follies, I can the more readily promiſe 
you to guard againſt them with the utmoſt Ci au- 
tion I can uſe. 

. Now, 


45⁴ ACatichirica Onepente. 


"Now. "SK having received your” fatherly R 
vice conterming the Manner of exercifing. my 
Trade, A erbte A honeſt, upright Man; 


andt hour Caurions againſt the Corruptions of hu- 4 


man Nature” in general, and the Teigning Vices 
of the preſent Age in particular, Thave but one 
Requeſt” mort to make to you, for your ſaga- 
cious Advice and Directions in an Article, where 
[ think the Comfort and Happineſs of my preſent 
and future Life are not a little concerned, I mean 
with Reſpect to my taking a F emale Partnet, or 
Help-meet. 51 8 

Min. I hope you are not ſo indifferent to tkat 
Ingredient of Family Settlement, as to want my 
Opinion or Advice about it, whether you ſhould 
provide it, or not. If you are, I ſhould not he- 
ſitate to adviſe you againſt | it. — Indifference to, 
or in the married State, being, i in my: Opinion, 
an eſſential Objection to it. I ſhould in that 
Caſe forbid it before you are engaged in it, and 
blame you after you are, If you 'propoſe to 

marry merely for your Convenience of a Houſe - 


; keeper, even ſtay till you can find a better Mo- | 


tive. ; 
Diſe. I can readily ſatisfy and are you, thax 

I am fo far from being indifferent to the married 
State, that I am extremely deſiroub of it: I on? 
wanted to have your Opinion as to the Exp di- 
ency, all Things conſidered, of a ybung Mir's 
marrying at his firſt ſertling 4 in the World? © Sans, 


— Min. 


A aterhetir ui Conferendet. af; 
Min. My Opimiom then is: for: yon to deter- 


mine that Way, ſo: foon as you caw:prudently-- | 
and properly procure:a-Partneriagreeable to your | 


Mind; I ſay; agreeable to you, and one that you” 
may have the moſt prohable Proſpect of being 


happy with. Pl ſhall not now enter into a Detail 


of the Qualifications deſirable in ſueh a ſecond 


Self as a Wife (which poſſibly yeu might be 


ready to call upon me for) till I know'whether” 
you have not your Eye upon one, and to whom 
you are already attached: For it is no uncom- 


mon Thing for Advice to be aſked in ſuch Caſes; 


when the Buſineſs, on. which Conſultation is had, 
was before fixed and agreed on: — If therefore 


you expect to have one Word more upon this 
Head, I muſt insiſt upon your being open and 
ingenudus in anſwering the Queſtion; Whether 
the Tendeney'of your Affection hath been direct- 
ed toward any particular Objeerꝰ That you are 


not already married, I may be pretty ſure, from 


the apparent Honeſty of your Heart; and that 


you would not impoſe Queſtions on the Subject, 


when the Occaſion for them is over: Not but 


that Inſtances of the Kind are not new, namely, 
toi marry firſt, and conſult afterward. In a word 


therefore, is your Heart fixed? 
Dif Far be it from me to attempt ſo unwor- 


thy a Part, as that of prevaricating with my good 


Friend, to whom I am under ſo many and great 


Oblis; tions." Lam not abſolutely engaged to, 
nor 0 nder Contract with any: Woman whatever: 


But 
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But I muſt own: there is a young Laſs in the 
Neighbourhood, whom I think I could be happy 
with; at the ſame Time prudential Reaſons have 
made me forbear being ſo explicit in declaring 
my Mind, as to render it (if I judge right) be- 
yond the Power of honourable creat, ſhould 
ſuch be adviſable. | 
Min. There is no Part in a Life, in 
which Mankind are more apt to impoſe, I will 
not ſay upon others, but even on their own 
Heart, than in Affairs of this Nature, relative 
to matrimonial Engagements or Tendencies 
thereto, To the Point now, with you, my con- 
ſulting Friend; Have you ſo far signified, or ex- 
preſſed, or intentionally given any Token of 
your affectionate Regard for this fame young 
Perſon you referred to, in order to gain her, and 
that you have perceived ſhe is not only ſenſible 
of it, but appears diſpoſed to accept and return 
it? This your own conſcious Heart beſt knows 
how to anſwer. | 
Diſc. To be ſincere and i ingenuous then, since 
you put it to me, I muſt readily own my Belief, 
that ſhe has ſuch Expectations ; I ſay, my Belief, 
for I do not abſolutely know that ſhe has. I 
would only aſk, SIR, whether, since I have not 
been explicit in making any Propoſals, I am not- 
withſtanding morally obliged to anfwer thoſe Ex- 
pectations? 24 
Min. Provided you have not diſcovered any 
reaſonable Foundation for a Defect in her Cha- 
rafter, and that ſhe has not deceived you with 
Pre- 
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Fretenſiqns of any thing beyond what is. ral 
A chink I am free to declare, from the Circum- 
ſtances of, the Caſe you have related, notwith- 
ſtanding you have not yet done it, you ought, 
as an honeſt Man, to make a Tender of your Per- 
don 49 her, whenever you, ſhall be 1 ina Condition 
to receive her. 

Dic. What, Sir, ſupposing or noteitbitänd- 
mg 1 ſhould chance to have lagely learnt, ſhe has 
der, or no Fortune? 
Ain. Ley, in good Tun. I think. * eſpe- 
* it. he never uſed any Means to decciye 
your Expectations in this Article. 

deals Fortune with a Wife, to a young Man Jul 
ſerting up in Busineſs, may, juſtly be deemed ay 
agreeable Addition to ſuch, à Coalition: But J 
am far frop, admitting it to be eſſential to the 
Happineſs of it, for many Reaſons that might 
be given among the xeſt, for Which we may re- 
fer to Experience; Whether Women have in ge- 
neral been known to make the better and more 
agreeable Wives in Proportion to the Largeneſs 
of their temporal Fortune? and whether, upon 2 
fair Scrutiny, if it could be made, the contrary 
| would not appear ?: N > et 

The Sex, for the maſt part, it it is well.known, 
are thy in acknowledging their Affection for any 
Individual of ours; but when once they have 
conquered that Delicacy, eſpecially | if they are 
Women of Firms, their Love is as ſtrong. as 
Adamant ; „ and when, once the Impreſſion. is 
made, it is not fo readily in the Power of; her 
D Sex 


| 
1 
| 
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Sex to change about, and transfer her'Choice to 
another. Whenever therefore a Man has poſ- 


ſefsed himſelf of a Woman's Heart, whether by 
significant Addreſs or Contract, if he neglects or 


refuſes to make her Reſtitution, he would find i it 


very difficult to maintain the — of an ho- 


neſt Man. 
If now you, my Diſciple, ** have Ee lit. 


tening to my Diſsertation on this critical Subject, 


are under any Conviction of the Propriety of my 
Sentiments, and conſequently that if you have a 


permanent Liking to the young Woman you re- 
ferred to, and have mentioned to me, and I pre- 
ſume, by what you ſay, have declared as much 
to her too; and if you have no Objection to her 
Character, her Prudence, or Temper, ſo far as 
you have had Opportunity” to * a J ls | 
of either - - - - - 

"Diſc. You ſeem, Sr, to make a long Pauſe, 
J wait to hear, what then? 
Min. Why then I ſhall be well pleaſed, as you 


are both of a diſposing Age, to have an Oppor- 


tunity, if you will give it me, to ond your 
Hands. 

Diſe. S18, you will do me Honour, ai make 
me happy; foraſmuch as I have a full Truſt and 
Perſuasion that the ſundry good Qualities, I have 
Reaſon to believe ſhe is poſseſsed of, will amply 
compenſate the Defect of all pecuniary Consider- 


ations; and, with God's and your Leave, I ſhall 
hope to wait on you ſoon to receive your Bene- 
diction on the Occasion. «540 

| i Min. 
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Min. Lou know you are extremely welcome 
to every thing in my Power to contribute to 
your Happineſs, both ſpiritual and temporal. 
And as I ever thought it right for every one to 
fulfil the End and Deſign of his natural Frame, 
by putting himſelf in a Condition for enjoying 
the lawful Comforts of domeſtic and connubial 
Life, I cannot but congratulate you on the 
Proſpect you have of being joined to one that 
will moſt probably contribute thereto. How it 
happened, that among the Qualifications of a 
good Wife, that of Religion has not yet been 
particularly mentioned, which ought to be look- 
ed on as a prime one for making the Marriage 
State happy, I am ſomewhat at a Loſs to ac- 
count for; unleſs perhaps it was ſuppoſed to be 
included in, or eſsentially connected with that of 
good Character: For a Woman that is known 
to have little or no Senſe of Religion, can hardly 
be well thou ght of or e by a Man: * 
has any. 

Diſc. Permit me r juſt to take 0 of 
what J remember to have heard remarked on 
this Article, that many Couples, who have one 
or both made vehement Pretensions to Religion, 
have been reported to live wretchedly unhappy 
together for their whole Lives. 

Ain. Reports of that Sort from very dender 

Appearances, and where there hath been little or 
no real Foundation, a cenſorious, ill- natured 
World is never backward in ſpreading and ag- 
893 A loud Voice will ſoon be repre- 
65 ſented 
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Perſons making Pretenfons to Religion; ſuch, I 
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ſented as a Quarrel, and an haſty Expreſſion will 
in the Carriage increaſe to an W nen 0 


mily- Diſsension. 
J muſt moreover bree; that you ſpeale of 


fear, who only pretend to it, not only-poſlibly * 
may, but moſt likely muſt be unhappy + Perhaps 
thoſe you refer to are of à Sort with that Lady, 
who, in Proportion to the Time the ſpent in her 


| 2 Cloſet, uſually came out of it in a worſe Hu- 
mour than ſhe went in; and Numbers there are, 


no doubt, who are alike miſtaken in their No- 
tions about Religion. But whenever That is 
really ſeated in the Heart, it will not fail to ap- 
pear, in every Word and Action, to ſhed its be- 
nign Influence on all within its Reach or Sphere. 
Religion [the Chriſtian T always mean, when I 
ſpeak of Religion] will certainly direct to infal- 
ible Means to produce Happineſs in all Stations 
and Relations of Life, to thoſe in the married 
State in particular. Saint Paul, who, for pru- 
dential Reaſons, amongſt others, on account of 
the. Circumſtances of the Times he lived in, did 
not think proper to enter into that State himſelf, 
has not ſpared to ſet forth excellent Rules for 
making thoſe happy who are in it. See _ v. 
and Cal 111. : 

- Diſc. Will you be pleaſed, before we part, to 
give me, in ſhort, a Deſcription of that real Re- 
lurion, which will ever be found to ſpring from a 
true Faith, and the Afitance of the * 50 


RIT? . S 


= Min. 
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| Ain, You will. always, find it in thoſe, whole 

« Converſation. is lach as, becameth the Gaſpel of 
Cuslsr: For they who walk warthy ot their Vo- 
cation, will be upright and ſincere, will be mode 
tate and temperate in all Things, will be gentle, 
and with all Lowlineſs and Meekneſa, wi 
ſuffering and Forbearing one another in Love, al- 
ways endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spi. 
RIT in the Band of Peace. Such are all thoſe 
likewiſe who reverence. the Deity, and tread in 
the Steps, and follow the Example of the divine 
Lawgiver, and merciful Friend of Mankind, ſo 
far as, their frail Natures will admit. See thea 
chat you be thus minded yourſelf, and if the 
Partner you intend to take, does but walk by the 
fame Rules, I — — you will never have 
Occaſion to regret the Want of affluent Fortune 
to be added to your own. Finally, therefore, | 
whatſoever ; Things are irue, whatſaever | Things 
are beneft, whatſoever Things are juſt, whatſeever 
Things are pure, whatſoever T bings are lovely, 


' . whatſoever Things are ef good Report; if. there be 


any Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, think on, and do 
theſe Things : And the Gan en with 
you (a). Amen. 5 
Diſc. Lou have: here given me 0 0 
Repreſentation of- true Religion and its Effects, 
from the holy Scriptures, as renders me more 
and more deſirous of being in a Station to make 
one n And I e Go give me 

: | Wt Once 


(a) Phil, iv. 8, 9. 


a — "I * 2 


9» 4 Catechetical a 0 


Grace to practiſe the Rules you have ſet me; 
and that I may not be a Chriſtian only in Name 
and Profeſſion, but in Temper and Manners, in 
Deed and in Truth. O how plainly do I now 
ſee, that happy are they, and only they, who 
fo profeſs the Religion of CHRIS r, and fo love 
and believe in Him, as to keep his Command- 
ments! 
Min. I moſt heartily Join in that Prayer. 
My whole End and Deſign in theſe Confer- 
ences, which it has pleaſed the divine Provi- 
dence and Grace to permit you to have with 
me, has been to impreſs on your Mind a juſt 
Senſe of what may be called the Religion of the 
Heart, or, in other Words, the Life and Soul 
of a Chriſtian Man. If you have received any 
real Benefit from them, give Gop the Glory, to 
whom only it is due. 

I have endeavoured to PROT my Inſtruc- 
tions and Advice in as plain Terms as I am 
Maſter of, as moſt ſuitable to your Station and 
Education; and it has been a great Pleaſure to me 
to find the happy Effect of our Confabulation. 

Go on and proſper in your Endeavours to build 


- on the Foundation that has been laid for your at- 


taining preſent Comfort and Satisfaction in every 
State Providence ſhall aſſign you on Earth, and 
for your final Reception into the more perfect 
Joys of Eternity in Heaven. And may the Grace 
of our Loxo Jesus Cnrisrt, and the Love of Gon, 
and the Fellowſhip of the Herr be with 
you now and ever. Amen. 


